
 

 
 

The Prospect Historical Society will present a Vintage Fashions Extravaganza at the 

Prospect Firehouse located at 26 New Haven Road on Sunday, October 19th.  An impressive array 
of apparel, over 50 items dating primarily from the 1890s to the 1930s, will be shown. These 
include mourning dresses, fancy outer coats, riding suits, wedding clothes, bustles, 
undergarments, swimsuits, dusters,  baseball uniforms -- Prospect had a team! Historically, 
however, the single most important item in the society’s collection is the War of 1812 military 
uniform of David Miles Hotchkiss, educator, abolitionist, selectman and the man who gave 
Prospect its name. Remarkably colorful and intact after 200 years, this precious relic is currently 
being stabilized and conserved at the Rhode Island School of Design and is expected back to 
hold a place of honor in the show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even as the gala event raises funds for its educational and outreach activities, the local society 
also gains recognition in that it is the first chosen by the Connecticut Historical Society for its 
new initiative partnering and providing expertise to groups across the state. Karen  DePauw will 
integrate the Prospect fashions, remarkable as it largely reflects the apparel of a single family, 
one of the town’s most important,  into her own traveling presentation entitled “From Bonnets 
to Bell Bottoms:  A Century of Connecticut Fashion.”  
 
Tickets for this spectacular event are just $20 and the price includes a Victorian Tea after the 
show.   Purchase at the Hotchkiss House, 61 Waterbury Rd., on Thursday mornings from 10-12 
or by calling Nancy at 203-758-6359 or Blanche at 203-910-1161. ADVANCE SALES ONLY – NO 
TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR. Because of limited seating and anticipated sell-out, only table 
reservations for parties of seven can be taken; others will be seated on a first-come, first-served 
basis.  

So come and join us in this unique opportunity to view history through fashion’s lens. 
Call Nancy or Blanche for more information. Businesses are also welcome to donate and help 

make this worthy community event a great success! 


